Endangered Species Facts
FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS

According to the National Wildlife Federation (NWF) plant and animal species are
vanishing one thousand times faster than at any time in the last 65 million years.
It is estimated that loss of habitat is responsible for the 75 percent of current
extinctions. About 60% of primate species are threatened with extinction. Aye-Aye is a
primate and member of the lemur species. More than 90 percent of lemurs are
threatened according to the IUCN Red List.
Madagascar, which is the world’s fourth largest island, nearly three times the size of
Great Britain saw humans arrive only 1500 years ago. Before humans arrived, lemurs
were free to evolve into many varieties. Today about a third of those lemur varieties are
extinct. And about 80 percent of the island’s forests have been levelled.
Not only does deforestation displace animals by destroying their habitat, it makes once
forested areas increasingly accessible and penetrable to humans who are hunting these
animals for the pet trade, for food and as trophies.
Under the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) the aye-aye is
classified as Endangered on the Red Data List and have a very high risk of extinction in
the very near future.
In addition to suffering the loss of its habitat, the Aye-Aye has a unique challenge –
superstition among Madagascar’s people. The Aye-Aye uses its long middle finger to
extract larvae and grubs to eat, and not to pierce the hearts of sleeping villagers as one
myth would have it.
Another village might believe that the Aye-Aye’s middle finger is the finger of death and
seeing the creature means that a villager will die if the creature is not killed. Residents
have completely abandoned their homes when an Aye-Aye entered the village because
of the bad luck that would befall them.
Because of these myths, the Aye-Aye is typically killed on site. Some villages will hang a
dead Aye-Aye carcass at the roadside to ward of evil spirits.
Another at risk creature in Madagascar is the flying fox or fruit bat which is crucial as a
pollinator and seed distributor throughout the island. In addition to its habitat being
ruined, the flying fox is hunted for its meat and as a pest by fruit farmers. In fact,
despite being vulnerable to extinction, forty thousand of the animals were culled by the
government of the island of Mauritius, east of Madagascar, in response to farmers’
complaints.
According to the World Wildlife Federation (WWF), since 1970, the world’s wildlife
population has decreased by 60 percent which some scientists are calling “biological
annihilation” with the Earth’s sixth mass extinction, created by humans, becoming
inevitable. The fifth mass extinction was 65 million years ago.
Why Bother…
As a result of the work of primatologists Dian Fossey and Jane Goodall the population of
mountain gorillas is estimated at more than 1,000 having been 480 in 2010.
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